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COMPENDIUM OF GEOGRAPHY AND TRAVEL

a level of about 1000 feet above the sea, the explorer
made the ascent from Batu Shallek, which stands about
3400 feet above the sea. Up to a height of about 5000
feet Kerban consists of grey granite rocks and boulders,
with a shallow soil. Above 5000 feet the granite is
overlaid by a schistose formation, which is being rapidly
removed by denudation. The evidence of numerous
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landslips in the neighbourhood would point to the fact
that the summit was much higher in past ages than it is
at present. The crest, in fact, is the remains of a
secondary formation, traversed by several quartz veins,
which has now disappeared, except on the tops of the
higher mountains, and on some isolated hills in the low-
lying Larut district. The highest point of the peninsula
appears to be Gunong Tahan (7500 to 8000 feet), which
lies about the sources of the Kelantan river, and was
ascended by Mr. Waterstradt in 1901.